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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a First Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1 - 20, as originally filed, are currently pending and have been considered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1,10 and 1 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
term API (Applications Programmer Interface) should be spelled out at the first 
occurrence. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 5, 6, and 9 contain the trademark/trade names Microsoft and Great 
Plains. Where a trademark or trade name is used in a claim as a limitation to identify or 
describe a particular material or product, the claim does not comply with the 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. See Ex parte Simpson, 218 
USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 1982). The claim scope is uncertain since the trademark or trade 
name cannot be used properly to identify any particular material or product. A 
trademark or trade name is used to identify a source of goods, and not the goods 
themselves. Thus, a trademark or trade name does not identify or describe the goods 
associated with the trademark or trade name. In the present case, the trademark/trade 
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names are used to identify/describe a web server and software and, accordingly, the 
identification/description is indefinite. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1, 2 and 4-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Crawshaw et al (2001/0042032). 

As per claim 1, Crawshaw discloses a system for capturing cost information 
over a network ([0068]; enables a user to create proposals and cost estimates, including 
budget for flat fees, hourly fees, expenses and other costs, and to transmit proposals 
electronically and instantly track the status of each proposal via the web site) and for 
processing the information into a project accounting system ([0006]; the present 
invention is directed to a system for capturing, processing, tracking and reporting time 
and expense data), the system comprising: 

a project accounting system ([Abstract]; a system that accepts and stores raw 
time and expense data for a plurality of businesses) adapted to store time and expense 
data associated with a project ([Abstract]; the inventive system automatically converts 
the raw time and expense data by considering any client or project-specific billing 
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requirements and by applying such specific requirements to the raw time and/or 
expense data in generating an invoice); 

a user interface provided as a form accessible over a network by a user via a 
browser, the form comprising fields for data entry by the user ([0050] An interface object 
136 may encapsulate the functionality of forms, lists, navigation tabs, fonts, colors, etc., 
so as to provide a consistent graphical user interface at the user's computer 80) ([0009] 
Users access the server and the functionality of the present invention via the Internet 
using a commercially available Internet browser software program) and a button for 
electronic submission of the form ([0076] Once a user has selected one of the available 
functionality (e.g., by clicking-on the desired option with a mouse or other cursor-control 
device), the web server 50 and application server 30 process the user's selection, 
invoke the necessary application programs of the special purpose software 60. The act 
of clicking-on the desired option is construed as including a button); and 

a services API adapted to invoke transactions with the project accounting system 
based on data contained in the submitted form ([0017] The server also includes an 
application programmer interface (API) that specifies the protocol, format, etc., for time, 
expense and invoicing data packets imported into the server from another software 
application). 

As per claim 2, Crawshaw further discloses, comprising: 

a server adapted to host the forms and to serve the forms to users ([0008]The 
system generally comprises a server computer that is connected to the Internet and that 
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has a processor operable with general and special purpose software, which is 
construed as including forms, stored on a data storage device of the server) according 
to business rules written in managed code ([0050] Business objects 170, which 
encapsulate any predefined business rules (that may be globally specified or specified 
per account) and relationships between and among clients, projects, etc., may also be 
included in an interface object 136). 

As per claim 4, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the web-based forms contain calls 
to the services API ([0017]; In the API, a unique set of XML commands and data 
structures is defined to facilitate the transfer of information. The API enables seamless 
and real -time exchange of time, expense and invoicing data between the data server 
(database) and other web-based or platform specific software applications. The 
software applications are construed as including forms). 

As per claim 5, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the web server is a Microsoft 
Business Solutions Business Portal ([0013] The general purpose software on the server 
provides the functionality that enables general operation of the server such as, for 
example, connection to and communication with the Internet, data storage and retrieval 
from the data storage device, general operational and administrative functions, etc. The 
special purpose software provides the functionality that enables the server (i.e., the web 
server, application server, and data server) to communicate and interact in accordance 
with the present invention. For example, the special purpose software may comprise a 
plurality of web-native application programs for creating and administering accounts, 
permitting users to enter time and expense data, and storing and retrieving any such 
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data, and for generating invoices by converting entered time and expense data, and for 
automatically or manually sending an invoice to a client, creating proposals and 
projects, and other functionality. The server is construed as having the same utility as a 
Microsoft Solutions Business Portal). 

As per claim 6, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the services API is called using 
.NET Web services ([0013] The general purpose software on the server provides the 
functionality that enables general operation of the server such as, for example, 
connection to and communication with the Internet, data storage and retrieval from the 
data storage device, general operational and administrative functions, etc. The special 
purpose software provides the functionality that enables the server (i.e., the web server, 
application server, and data server) to communicate and interact in accordance with the 
present invention. For example, the special purpose software may comprise a plurality 
of web-native application programs for creating and administering accounts, permitting 
users to enter time and expense data, and storing and retrieving any such data, and for 
generating invoices by converting entered time and expense data, and for automatically 
or manually sending an invoice to a client, creating proposals and projects, and other 
functionality. The special purpose software is construed as using .NET Web services). 

As per claim 7, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the services API is called using 
remoting ([0017] Users may access the API via the web server and application server, 
and data communicated to the server from another web-based or platform specific 
application program is via a socket connection between a remote computer and the web 
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server). 

As per claim 8, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the web forms further comprise: 

embedded services API calls adapted to invoke business rules for processing 
data contained within the submitted web-based form ([0050] Business objects 170, 
which encapsulate any predefined business rules (that may be globally specified or 
specified per account) and relationships between and among clients, projects, etc., may 
also be included in an interface object 136). 

As per claim 9, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the project accounting system is a 
Great Plains Project Accounting system ([0015]; generally referring herein to 
manipulation, modification, etc., of the internal data by the server and special purpose 
software to produce external data. The special purpose software is construed as having 
the same utility as a Great Plains Project Accounting system). 

As per claim 10, Crawshaw discloses, a method of capturing time and expense 
data into an accounting database via forms (abstract; The inventive system 
automatically converts the raw time and expense data by considering any client or 
project-specific billing requirements and by applying such specific requirements to the 
raw time and/or expense data in generating an invoice), the method comprising: 

hosting forms on a server, each form being accessible to a user over a network 
via a browser ([0009] The browser also renders HTML/Javascript web pages, forms, 
etc. on the user's computer received from the application server via the web server) and 
each form comprising: 
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data fields for user data entry ([0055] data entry links 420 (also 220, 320, 520, 
and 720), which permits a properly authorized user to enter new data); 

an object adapted to submit the form when completed by the user ([0082] The 
off-line version of time sheets functionality enables a user time data in a manner similar 
to that provided via the web site, but that functionality is limited to data entry. Data 
entered using the off-line time sheets functionality can only be submitted for approval, 
and approved via the web site); and 

embedded server controls adapted to invoke business rules upon submission by 
the user, the business rules being written in managed code ([0039]; Once the user's 
computer 80 is connected to the web server 50 in that manner, the application server 30 
passes hypertext mark-up language (HTML) and/or Javascript code to the user's 
browser through the web server 50 to facilitate the display of desired web pages at the 
user's computer 80. As the user navigates the web site, which is construed as 
navigating using server controls, different web pages may be displayed on the user's 
computer 80. The Javascript code is construed as the managed code); and 

processing submitted forms ([0046] The web-native special purpose software, 
together with the server and a server processor (i.e., web server/processor, application 
server/processor and data server/processor) that is operable with the general and 
special purpose software, provide a system for capturing, processing, tracking and 
reporting internal time and expense data, and for reporting time and expense date (e.g., 
by invoicing clients) using external time and expense data that is derived from the 
internal time and expense data.) with a services API according to the invoked business 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/801 ,1 98 Page 9 

Art Unit: 4127 

rules ([0050] An interface object 136 may encapsulate the functionality of forms, lists, 
navigation tabs, fonts, colors, etc., so as to provide a consistent graphical user interface 
at the user's computer 80. Business objects 170, which encapsulate any predefined 
business rules (that may be globally specified or specified per account) and 
relationships between and among clients, projects, etc., may also be included in an 
interface object 1 36); 

wherein the services API associates data contained in the submitted forms to 
entities in the accounting database ([0017]The API enables seamless and real -time 
exchange of time, expense and invoicing data which is construed as data submitted in 
the forms, between the data server (database) which is construed as the accounting 
database and other web-based or platform specific software applications). 

As per claim 11, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the managed code is written to a 
common language runtime environment ([0035]; Once the user's computer 80 is 
connected to the web server 50 in that manner, the application server 30 passes 
hypertext mark-up language (HTML) and/or Javascript code to the user's browser 
through the web server 50. Java is understood as including a common language 
runtime environment). 

As per claim 12, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the step of hosting comprises: 

storing a plurality of web forms on a web server wherein at least one of the 
plurality of web forms is a timesheet form (abstract; The inventive system maintains the 
internal (raw) data, the external (invoiced) data, and other parameters associated with 
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those data in a plurality of relational databases, and coordinates that data between and 
among a plurality of functionality including time bills, expense reports, time sheets, 
proposals, and project tracking functionality); and 

providing at least one of the plurality of forms to the user over the network for 
display within a window of the Internet browser ([0066] In response to that action by the 
second user, an Internet browser window is opened on the second user's computer, a 
connection to the web site established, and the second user logs on to his/her account 
on the web site and is automatically shown the time sheets submitted by the first user). 

As per claim 13, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the step of processing 
comprises: 

processing data contained in the submitted form according to the business rules; 
and interacting with the accounting database according to the processed data and the 
business rules ([0015]; provide a system for capturing, processing, tracking and 
reporting internal time and expense data, and for invoicing clients using external time 
and expense data that is derived from the internal time and expense data. As used 
herein, the term "internal", when used to refer to time and expense data, refers to raw 
data entered by a user that reflects the actual time spent and expenses incurred in 
providing a particular service or in completing a particular project, without consideration 
of any write-offs, discounts, or other accommodations sometimes provided to clients. As 
used herein, the term "external", when used to refer to time and expense data, refers to 
time and expense data derived from internal time and expense data; "derived from" 
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generally referring herein to manipulation, modification, etc., of the internal data by the 
server and special purpose software to produce external data). 

As per claim 14, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the step of interacting comprises: 
storing data in the accounting database ([0010] stores and indexes both internal and 
external time and expense data, and account data in one or more relational databases 
provided on one or a plurality of rapid access data storage units). 

As per claim 15, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the step of interacting comprises: 
querying the accounting database according to the processed data ([001 1] The 
application server receives data from the user's computer and the data server, and may 
validate or perform other internal operations on that data. The step of validating or 
performing other internal operations is construed as including querying). 

As per claim 16, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the step of querying returns a 
value for display in a form within a window of the browser (0072] For the project tracking 
web page 770 depicted in FIG. 7A, a user has selected the projects link 706 (from the 
application navigation links 740) and all projects link 736 (from the data viewing and 
editing links 730), and the data 750, which is construed as a value, depicted in that 
figure represent all projects for that user's account, identified by project name and 
indicating various other characteristics and data for each project (e.g., active status, 
tracked status, client name (for whom the project being carried out), client hours 
(external hours), internal hours, and percent complete). 
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As per claim 17, Crawshaw discloses, a system for capturing time and expense 
information over a network and for processing the information into an accounting 
system ([abstract]; a system that accepts and stores raw time and expense data for a 
plurality of businesses-each business defining a separate account that is accessible 
and usable by authorized users for the particular business) ([0002] The present 
invention is directed to a system for capturing, processing, tracking and reporting time 
and expense data), the system comprising: 

an accounting system adapted to store time and expense information ([Abstract]; 
A system that accepts and stores raw time and expense data for a plurality of 
businesses) ([Abstract]; The inventive system automatically converts the raw time and 
expense data by considering any client or project-specific billing requirements and by 
applying such specific requirements to the raw time and/or expense data in generating 
an invoice); 

a plurality of web part forms adapted for user input over a network via a 
browser ([0012]; Once a user has connected to the web site and logged on, a web page 
is displayed on the user's computer by the browser. At the web page, the user may 
make various selections depending upon the particular functionality desired (e.g., enter 
time, expenses, administer account, generate invoice, etc.). Each selection (i.e., each 
mouse click) is processed by the web server and passed on to the application server 
which invokes or executes one or more software programs that, individually or 
collectively provide the functionality required by the user's selection); and 
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a services API adapted to implement and sequence business rules written in 
managed code to process the user input into the accounting system ([0050] An interface 
object 136 may encapsulate the functionality of forms, lists, navigation tabs, fonts, 
colors, etc., so as to provide a consistent graphical user interface at the user's computer 
80. Business objects 170, which encapsulate any predefined business rules (that may 
be globally specified or specified per account) and relationships between and among 
clients, projects, etc., may also be included in an interface object 136) ([0039]; the 
application server 30 passes hypertext mark-up language (HTML) and/or Javascript 
code to the user's browser through the web server 50 to facilitate the display of desired 
web pages at the user's computer 80). 

As per claim 18, Crawshaw discloses, further comprising: 

a server adapted to host the plurality of web part forms and to serve the forms to 
users on request ([0041] Users access the server 10 and the functionality of the present 
invention via the Internet 90 using a commercially available Internet browser software 
program) (which connects the user's computer 80 to the web site by submitting a HTTP 
or HTTPS post operation over the Internet 90. The browser also renders 
HTML/Javascript web pages, forms, etc. on the user's computer 80 received from the 
application server 30 via the web server 50). 

As per claim 19, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the services API invokes 
transactions with the accounting system ([0017] The API enables seamless and real - 
time exchange of time, expense and invoicing data between the data server (database) 
and other web-based or platform specific software applications). 
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As per claim 20, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the business rules comprise 
steps in an approval process ([0082]; The off-line version of time sheets functionality 
enables a user time data in a manner similar to that provided via the web site, but that 
functionality is limited to data entry. Data entered using the off-line time sheets 
functionality can only be submitted for approval, and approved via the web site. The 
website is construed as incorporating business rules). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



9. Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Crawshaw (2001/0042032) in view of Lesk (7249073). 
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As per claim 3, Crawshaw discloses the claimed invention, however fails to 
explicitly disclose, wherein the server is an active server page server and wherein the 
forms are active server page forms. 

Lesk teaches methods and apparatus for a personal financial service provider 
with the feature of wherein the server is an active server page server and wherein the 
forms are active server page forms (col. 5, lines 45 - 49; Those skilled in the art, 
however, will realize that the web page itself may include various other client-side 
and/or server-side elements such as Java applets, Javascript, Active Server Pages 
(ASP), multimedia components, and the like). 

From this teaching of Lesk, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Crawshaw to include 
the active server pages of Lesk in order to facilitate the processing of information. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shuder et al (2003/0,055,755), which discloses a timecard 
processing in a procurement management system, Shuder (2003/0,074,287), which 
discloses a method and system for processing timecard related information in a 
purchase order procurement system, Treibach-Heck, et al. (2003/0,083,966), which 
discloses a multi-party reporting system and method, Fuchs et al. (2004/0,019,542), 
which discloses a timesheet reporting and extraction system and method, and Finch et 
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al. (6,944,652), which discloses a method and apparatus for providing frequent flyer 
miles and incentives for timely interaction with a time records system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Oluseye Iwarere whose telephone number is (571)270- 
51 12. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 7:30am to 5 
(EDT). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on (571) 272-3033. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ol 

/Lynda Jasmin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4127 



